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A number of Qing Dynasty chinese textiles from the
Clothworkers® Collection at the University of Leeds
are described with reference to their photographs
given. The circumstances of their acquisition are not
known as yet but a number of scholars suggest that
the Leeds textiles are of finer quality than many
similar pieces held in major collections in mainland
China.

1. INTRODUCTION

The Clothworkers' Collection at the University of
Leeds was established during the 1890's following
the donation of a grant from the Clothworkers' Com-
pany of London. Today the collection consists of over
one - hundred - thousand historic and contemporary
world textiles including many of Oriental origin. At-
‘tempts are currently being made to develop the col-
lection as an accessible resource for future use by stu-
dents, professsional designers and scholars interested
in patterned textiles.

In the process of catalogueing the collection it has
become increasingly evident that facts concerning the
acquisition of many of the major pieces have been
lost with the passage of time. This has been the fate
of a large group (200 in number) of Qing Dynasty tex-
tiles. Certainly, it is known that Professor Beaumont
the first Professor of Textile Industries travelled
abroad in 1892 to purchase a quantity of historic tex-
tiles. However, based on past photographs from the
1890's showing exhibits from the collection, it seems
that the textiles acquired by Beaumont were of Ital-

" ian or French manufacture. Instead it would seem to

be more likely that many of the Leeds Chinese tex-
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tiles were acquired by Professor A.F. Barker who
travelled extensively in China during the 1930's in
the years following his retirement from the Chair of
Textile Industries at the University of Leeds.

At the time of Barker's tour many exquisite tex-
tiles were available on the antiquities market in
China and it seems to be the case that a quantity of
these were purchased by Barker and his son [Barker,
AF. and Barker, K.C., 'The Textile Industries of
China. Their Present Position and Future Possibili-
ties. A Report Presented to Chiao - tung University
with Particular Reference to the Proposed Institution
of a School of Textile Industries', Shanghi, 1934].
Fleeting reference is made in a past catalogue entry
to a donation of textiles from A.F. Barker; these may
well be the group of Chinese textiles currently held
in the Leeds collection.

The Qing textiles (together with a small number
from earlier and later periods) may be classified as
follows :

- Embroidered items : 80 pieces (33 furnishing fab-
rics; 33 items of costume; 9 wall hangings; 5 other em-
broidered items).

- Ke - si (silk tapestry) items : 39 pieces (4 furnish-
ing fabrics; 16 items of costume; 19 wall hangings).

- Velvet items : 6 pieces (3 furnishing fabrics; 2
items of costume; 1 other fragment).

- Other woven silk items : 73 pieces (36 furnishing
fabrics; 18 items of costume, 19 other fabrics).

- Printed items : 1 piece (20 th century roller printed)

- Painted items : 1 piece (seemingly a water -
based painting on silk).

Most of the textiles were manufactured during the
Qing Dynasty, a few were manufactured in the late
Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644 AD) and a small number
during the early 20th century in the years subsequent
to the termination of the Qing Dynasty in 1912. It
seems that many pieces were manufactured in the
coastal areas of Eastern and Southern China, in loca-
tions such as Shuzhou, (ke - si, embroidery and Song
brocade), Hangzhou (silk weaves), Nanjing (Yuen
brocade) and Guangzhou (embroidery and velvet).

The relevant group of textiles is currently being re-
searched in preparation for a forthcoming exhibi-
tion. A few items, thought to be typically represen-
tative of those held, are described below.

2. AKE - SI BUDDHIST HANGING (Plate 1)

This 18th century silk hanging depicts Zunsheng
Buddha (known in Buddhism for his power in elimi-
nating all kinds of evil). The figure is seen sitting on
the lotus throne wearing a crown (known as the "wuz-

hi" crown) on his head and holding various insignia

in six of his eight hands. Each of the two upper -
most hands holds a conch shell (one of the Buddhist
eight precious objects), an emblem which is symbolic
of the voice of the Buddha calling the faithful to
prayer. The middle hands hold a jingangju (an an-
cient Buddhist insignia) and a ruyi baochuang (a
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Leeds Universitesi'ndeki Dokumacilar Kolleksiyo-
nundan bazi Cin Qing hanedami kumaglart verilen
fotograflarina isaret edilerek aciklanmaktadir.
Bunlarin elde edilis kosullart heniiz bilinmemekle
birlikie bazi uzmanlar Leeds kumaglarimin anavatan
Cin'deki bellibasl kolleksiyonlarda tutulan bircok
benzer parcadan daha yiiksek kalitede oldugunu ile-
ri stirmektedirler.

L GIRIS

Leed Universitesi'ndeki Dokumacilar Kolleksiyo-
nu 1890 yihinda Londra Dokumaailar Sirketinin bir
bagisin izleyen yillarda olugtu. Bugiin kolleksiyon
yiizbinin iizerinde bircok oryantal kaynakl eseri de
i¢ine alan tarihsel ve c¢agdas diinya tekstilini
icermektedir. Kolleksiyonu motifli kumaglarla ilgi-
lenen Sgrencilerin, profesyonel tasarimcilann ve
araghirmacilarin  gelecekteki kullanimlar: igin
erigilebilir bir kaynaga doniigtiirme gayretleri hali-
hazirda siirdiiriilmektedir.

Kolleksiyonun kataloglanmas: iglemi sirasinda
bellibagh pargalarin bir cogunun elde edilisiyle ilgi-
li gerceklerin zaman i¢inde kaybolmus oldugu git-
tikce daha agik bicimde ortaya c¢ikmaktadir. Bu
Qing hanedani kumasglarinin biiyiik bir grubunun (200
sayida) kaderi olmugtur. Siiphesiz, ilk tekstil
profesorii olan Profesér Beaumont'un 1892'de bir mik-
tar tarihsel tekstil satin almak igin yurt digina se-
yahat ettigi bilinir. Bununla birlikte, kolleksiyon-
dan, sergi pargalarim1 gosteren 1890'h yillardan kal-
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ma eski fotograflara dayanarak, Beaumont ta-
rafindan elde edilen tekstillerin Italyan ya da
Fransiz yapimu oldugu anlagilmaktadir. Buna karsin
Leeds Cin tekstillerinin ¢ogunun, 1930'arda Leeds
Universitesi'ndeki Tekstil Endiistrileri kiirsiisiinden
emekli olugunu izleyen yillarda Cin'de genig gapta
seyahat eden Profesdr A.F. Barker tarafindan elde
edilmis olmas1 daha olasi goriinmektedir. Barker'in
seyahati zamaninda Cin'in eski eserler pazarinda
birgok nadir tekstil eseri bulunuyordu ve bunlarin bir
miktarinin Barker ve oglu tarafindan satin alinmus
oldugu anlasilmaktadir [Barker, A.F. ve Barker
K.C. Cin'in Tekstil Endiistrisi, Halihazir Durumu ve
Gelecekteki Olanaklari. Chiao-tung Universitesi'ne
Bir Tekstil Endiistrileri Okulu'nun Kurulus Onerisi
ile Ozel Ilgili Olarak Sunulan Rapor, Shanghi,
1934]. Eksi bir katalog kaydinda A.F. Barker'in bir
tekstil eserleri bagigina belirsiz bir referans yapil-
maktadir; bunlar pekala halihazirda Leeds kollek-
siyonu iginde tutulan Cin tekstilleri grubu olabilir.

Qing testilleri (daha 6nceki ve daha sonraki
ddnemlere ait az sayida eserle birlikte) asagidaki
gibi smniflandinlabilirler:

-Islemeli eserler: 80 parca (33 désemelik kumayg; 33
elbiselik kumag; 9 duvar askilig;; 5 diger islemeli
eser)

-Ke-si (ipek goblen) eserler: 39 parca (4 dosemelik
kumasg; 19 duvar askiligy).

- Kadife eserler : 6 parca (3 dégemelik kumas; 2 el-
biselik kumag; 1 bagka kumag parcasi).

-Diger dokuma ipekli eserler: 73 parca (36
dogemelik kumag; 18 elbiselik kumag, 19 diger kumag)

-Baskil1 eserler: 1 parga (20. yiizy1l rulo baski)

-Boyal1 eserler; 1 parga (goriiniigte ipek iizerine
uygulanmg suluboya)

Kumaglarin ¢ogu Qing hanedam1 déneminde
yapilmiglardir; birkagi son Ming haneddm
{M.5.1368-1644) doneminde ve az sayida olan bir
béliimii 1912'de Qing hanedanmin sona eriginden
onceki yillarda 20. yilizyilin ilk ddneminde
yapilmiglardir. Birgok parcanin Dogu ve Giiney
Cin'in sahil kesimlerinde, 5 Shuzhou, (Ke-si
iglemeli kumas ve Song brokar), Hangzhou (ipekli
dokumalar) Nanjing (Yuen brokarlar1) ve Guangzhou
(islemeli kumag ve kadife) gibi yorelerde yapil-
diklar anlagilmaktadir.

Soz konusu kumas grubu su anda ileriki bir sergi-
lemeye hazirlik olarak aragtirilmaktadir. Eldeki-
lerin tipik &rnekleri oldugu diisiiniilen baz1 pargala
agagida anlatilmaktadir. '
2. BIR KE-SI BUDIST ASKILIGI (Resim 1)

Bu 18. ytizy1l ipekli askilik (Budizmde her tiirli
kotiliigii yokeden olarak bilinen) Zunsheng Buda'yr
resimlemektedir. Figiir, baginda ("wuzhi" taci ola-
rak bilinen) bir ta¢ giymis olarak ve sekiz elinin
altisinda cesitli isaretler tutar durumda lotiis tahtta
otururken goriinmektedir. En yukaridaki iki elin her
biri, Buda'nin inananlar duaya gagiran sesinin sem-
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