
An Integral 
Look At The 
Textile Industry 

Giingiir BAWR 
Dog. Dr. 

Ege uni.MUh.Fak. Teke. MUh. B81. iZMiR 

In this paper which aims at  drawing a geneml 
framework to IV. Textile Symposium organized a t  
international leuel by the Chamber of Mechnnical 
Engineers, a geneml evaluation is made, first, of the 
state of textile industry in the world and in Turkey, 
taking into account its mw material sources, its 
technological structure and the characteristics of its 
products. Recent developments in the textile 
industry are, then, disclcssed along with the prob- 
lems the industry is faced with and certain pmpo- 
sals are put forward that may contribute to the 
solution of some of the important problems of 
Turkey in particular. 

The textile industry which is believed to have 
emerged around the years 6000 B.C. satisfies one of 
the most important basic needs of man. The textile 
industry has increasingly maintained its importance 
until now by this quality and has been the source for 
the evolution of factory, which later in the XVI 
century England led to the industrial revolution. 

Because of the ability of being produced by 
simple hand tools as well as by the most advanced 
machines, and because of their widespread 
consumption, the textile industry is always the first 
industry of newly industrializing nations. As the 
greater consumption of the textile products raises 
the living standard on one hand, their greater 
production on the other hand mates a factor which 
brings income. In consequence, textile products 

take their place among the most important commo- 
dities both at home and in international trade, and 
again by the same reason the trends of progress or 
stagnation in both national economies and world 
economy are reflected in a serious and rapid way to 
the textile trade. Whiie this character gives the 
textile industry the status of being a weighty sector, 
it bas as w d  put the textile trade into a highly 
restricted state in international trade, which is 
operated in accordance with special rules in the 
framework of MFA, the Multifibre Arrangement. 

While the large production volume of textile 
goods contributes to the textile industry being an 
important sector, providing great employment 
despite great increases in the pmduction speeds, it 
creates important so&-economical problems as 
well. 

The aesthetic and psychological functions of 
textile products both as clothing and household 
goods in homes are also important. Clothing is a 
means that reflects and affects human personality. 
As various household goods in homes, textiles are 
important components of the living media which 
affect man's comfort and the atmosphere man lives 
in. From this angle of look, apart from an 
expectation for aesthetic values in textiles, the 
aspects which satisfy the need of man for change are 
also saarched for. In consequence of this, the textile 
products exhibit the properties of a versatile 
product, which are produced in a variety which suits 
both the changing taste of man and the trends of 
fashion. Therefore the textile industry needs to be in 
a structure which would permit this. 

Apart from the great variety of the textile 
products, the inherent properties of the fibrous 
materials that are used in their production give the 
textile proeesses the character of a transformatiin of 
long duration, made up of a series of physical and 
chemical processes that succeed each other. This 
aspect puts the textile technology into a unique 
state as a complex technology with a wide 
spectrum. Besides the innovations in the engineer- 
ing and chemical technologies which continually 
support and direct the developments in the field of 
textiies, the effects of the electronics, of computer 
and materials technologies are reflected to the 
textile technologies in a gradually increasing 
impact. The aocial and cultural developments, on 
the other hand, and stronger demands of the 
consumera related to these p m s  on the artistic 
content of the taxtile industry with respect to the 
elements of aesthetics, comfort and of aocial 
psychology. 
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